TWO-DAY RETREAT

at

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
East Molesey, Surrey

23/24 September, 2009

THE GARDEN WITHIN
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“Untilled soil, however fertile it may be, will bear
thistles and thorns,; and so it is with man's mind.”

St Theresa of Avila

www.retreatsociety.org.uk

THE GARDEN WITHIN

RN R In her remarkable autobiography,
St Theresa of Avila struggles to convey the reality of
her inner life, her life of prayer, to the reader. She is
unlearned and her language and imagery are therefore
homely, lively and bear, like all great spiritual
literature, the stamp of authenticity.

N One of Theresa’s most beautiful
and telling images is that of the inner garden of the
soul, a garden that, if it is to achieve full fruition,
needs the attention both of man and God - an image
of whose union the garden is meant to be.

RN Theresa uses this image of how a
garden, over many years, reaches maturity to tell us
how we can best tend to our own inner lives and the
growth of our souls. Such growth is the fruit of
prayer, of our seeking an ever closer relationship to
the source of our being — God. In our seeking we are
met by Divine Grace and, eventually, blessed with the
living presence of God. His presence finds expression
in the garden that has become the heart of our life; a
heart whose fragrance is irresistibly attractive,
drawing others to it. They come first to find peace,
then to divine the source of their peace, and finally to
resolve to create, within themselves, a unique ‘garden
of the Lord’.

RN In our retreat we shall read and
reflect on what St Theresa says about her garden, the
labours involved in its watering and the joy of
realising that, in truth, ‘the gardener’ is not merely
another self, but ‘the Risen Lord’.

FACTS ana FIGURES :

Wednesday, 234 September -

9.30 Registration
Retreat: 10.15am —4.30pm

Thursday, 24th September -

Retreat: 10.00am —4.30pm

Residential price: £120
Including Full Board (vegetariaf

Price for the 2 days: £85

(non-residentia) Including vegetarian lunch
(Tea, Coffee & Biscuits freely available)
The above prices are for all who can afford them.

Those who cannot, for whatever reason, are equally
welcome and discounts are available.

PLease NoTe O
PLACES ARE LIMITED!
Book early by sending £20
Non-returnable deposit to:

The Retreat Society
83 Cambridge Road
New Malden KT3 3QP

Further Details

Contact: Muriel Daw
Phone: 0208 878 4338
Email: murieldaw@blueyonder.co.uk



RETREAT DIRECTOR

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER

John Hardy has a wide knowledge of world

religions. He holds degrees in The History and

Philosophy of Religiomnd Social Anthropology
and recel #6&Ud 00 toe Nisbvark in

religious studies. His 'spiritual formation' has

included a Jungian training analysis,

supervised practice at a major London

psychiatric hospital, and Zen training.

35 Seymour Road
East Molesey
Surrey KT8 OPB
The House of Prayer is set in its own
peaceful garden and offers a spacious and quiet

John is, in fact, uniquely qualified as a atmosphere for retreatants. It is a mile from

Spiritual Director, for over and above his Hampton Cqurt palace V_Vith .its magn.ificent

academic learning, he is a bishop of t he * Ol rdfens and river walks. It is easily iacces&ble by

Catholic' tradition. NowPPHoTPRY T f2kee 95 Riguiey from ¢
. London Waterloo to Hampton Court Station.

apostles, he works as an Episcopus Vagans — a i o

free bishop, not tied to any particular There is also parking in the grounds.

jurisdiction. As in the early days of

Christianity, those to whom he ministers form

a Sacramental Community r at her at han

Church’ . To Bishop John’s n

one Church — the Mystical Body of Christ to

which, potentially, all are called — not least

those intimidated by institutions.
Personal Interviews: There will be periods during
the retreat in which retreatantsan opt for personal
interviews with the Directot a practice may have
benefitted from over the years, especially within the
contextof a retreat.

THE RETREAT SOCIETY

Regular Activities
at

2U8 WHUEOEDPUZz w' EC
TEKELS PARK SPIRITUAL CENTRE
Camberley, Surrey

Spiritual Exploration
Wednesday Evenings
Free & Open to All

Many Mansions

EXPLORING THE INNER LIFE OF
CHRISTIANITY

1t THURSDAY of EACH MONTH
2-4pm

Retreat Days

In quiet, beautiful surroundings

Further Details

Contact: Muriel Daw

Phone: 0208 878 4338
Email: murieldaw@blueyonder.co.uk

www.retreatsociety.org.uk
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